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SPONSORS NEWSLETTER – December 2009 

 
 
World Aids Day 1 st December 2009 
 
We recently were part of a great day, organized by Peace Corp volunteer Kristen, to get 
together some of the school kids from the surrounding areas and undertake HIV education and 
testing. It was a fun, if somewhat chaotic morning at the After School Education building.  
 
We had 48 children in all, who had good fun with various games to start with, and then a 
comprehensive education lesson from volunteers from 'Project Hope', an NGO which 
specializes in HIV and AIDS issues. 
 
All the children then lined up for a little blood sample which was taken and tested straight away. 
We were very happy to find that all of Berudep sponsored orphans who were tested this year 
come up negative. 
 
Field Worker News: Farewell to Hazel, Welcome to Ve lma, and Thank You to John Paul 
 

Hazel has been with us since 2006 as a field worker for the 
program. Recently she was accepted into teacher’s training 
school and so has decided to take up this opportunity to try 
a new career path. We could like to thank her for all her 
work over the years and wish her well with her studies. 
 
Replacing Hazel will be Velma, who is a local living here in 
Belo. She started work at the beginning of December and is 
quickly learning the great variety of work that is required 
from the orphan project field workers. We are sure she will fit 
in well with the staff and orphans and hope that she has a 
long and happy time with the program. 
 
A big thank you also has to go to John Paul for all his work 
this year, and particularly for working twice as hard during 
the weeks it has taken for us to get a new second field 
worker employed. We look forward to another good year 
with such a strong local staff team. 

 
 
 



 
 
2009 Berudep Sponsor an Orphan Christmas Party 
 

A big thank you goes to Caroline Freeman for 
sponsorship of this year’s Christmas Party on 
Monday 21st December. There was a great turn out 
of kids, with around a total of 60 children in all, all 
dressed up in the hats that they had made during 
the week at after school classes. 
 
Also on hand a good number of volunteers and staff 
which meant lots of great games, some of which 
included pass the parcel, musical statues and 
bobbing for oranges. The room even had a great 
Christmas tree all set up in the corner, complete 
with flashing Christmas lights. 

 
All eyes of course were on the Christmas feast consisting of rice and chicken. Andy had spent 
his morning up is his elbows in feathers getting the unlucky chickens all ready for the BBQ (no 
wrapped frozen chickens around here). The kids love food and it was a perfect end to the days 
festivities. 
 
Solar Lighting Installation 
 
A kind donation of a solar powered unit by Scott McDougal will 
now be helping two sponsored orphans with their school work. 
The two lights, which are powered via a battery charged from a 
small roof mounted solar panel, were installed by John Paul and 
Gemma a few weeks ago.  
 
The sturdy little set up is in fact ideal for many of the houses in the 
region which have no electricity supply anywhere near them, and 
of course power is an expensive luxury here. 
 
Perpetua and Desinty will now be able to study after dark on their 
school homework. I don’t think there are many children in western 
countries that can use the excuse of no lights in the house for 
getting out of doing their homework? 
 
Support from Future for Africa 

 
A new supporter of the program here 
in Cameroon is Future for Africa, 
who will be providing a grant to help 
with some long outstanding items 

required for the administration and support of the orphan project. Items funded include new 
helmets for the field workers, a teacher for the after school for a year, and various items for the 
office like filing cabinets and folders. A big thank you to them for their generous grant and we 
look forward to bringing you an update next newsletter. 
 
We also want to say a thank you to Alicia Pentin and Community of the Presentation Trust for 
grants received in 2009 for the accounting assistant, and accommodation provision for a VSO 
volunteer with Berudep. This type of support goes a long way to ensuring that the project can 
continue to grow and become more self sufficient. 



 
 
An Open Letter from One of Our First Sponsored Orph ans 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Volunteer Comings and Goings 
 
We have had quite a number of volunteers helping with the 
program recently. Gemma from the UK was with us for two months 
and was a great field worker, helping John Paul with the daily 
orphan activities. 
 
Replacing Gemma now is Louise, from Ireland, who will be with us 
for five or six months and is already well in learning how the 
program runs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s all for this newsletter. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the whole team of 
volunteers and staff at BERUDEP in Belo, Cameroon. 
 
 

 
 
Richard Wesley 
Project Supervisor 
 


